SPEECH 


OF 


HON,  HENRY  GRIME,  OF  KY. 


ON  TUE 


PRESENT  POLICY  OF  THE  ADMINISTRATION. 


DELIVERED  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  JUNE  2,  1864. 


.  Mr.  Chairman  :    I  ask  the    consideration  of  the   committee  a 
short    time,    to  such   remarks   as  I  may  offer  at  present,  though 
desultory,   strictly  I  hope  with  a  patriotic  heart,  "  loyal  at  once 
to  the  country,  the  Constitution,  and  the  truth."     As  the  Bible 
is  the  great  moral  light  of  the  Christian  world,  to  shine  upon  the 
pathway  to  Heaven,  so  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  or- 
dained by  our  disinterested  and  patriotic  fathers,  is  the  sun  that 
must  guide  our  action  in  this  fearful  crisis,  to  conquest,  to  peace, 
and  prosperity.     No  other  pathway  can  be  devised  by  an  Ameri- 
can patriot  or  statesman  I     The  Constitution    has  assumed  great 
variety  of  meaning  and  interpretation  with  politicians,  once  re- 
garded  an   instrument  plain,  conservative,  and  of  easy  applica- 
tion.    And  there  is  just  such  a  variety  of  Union  men — some  in- 
tense radical  Union   men,  even  more  patriotic,  perfect  and  pure 
than  the  Constitution  itself,  or  than  the  good  and  great  men  who 
made  it;  disavowing  its  provisions,  and  stimulated  to  forget  the 
solemnities  by  which  we  are  bound  to  obey  it.     This  is  our  mis- 
fortune  in   times   like   these.     Nothing  but  dereliction  of  duty, 
want  of  moral  obligation,  produced  this   rebellion  in  the  South, 
and  is  now  proceeding  to  revolution  in  the  North.    Unity  of  con- 
struction and   interpretation  of  this  sacred   instrument,  so  long 
consecrated  to  a  well  defined  and  prudently  restrained  action  of 
our  Government,  its  grants   and  limitations,  is  only  more  impor- 
tant  than    unity  of  action.      No   change  of    circumstances,  no 
necessity,  no  higher  law,  no  war  power,  no  violating  the  Consti- 
tution to  save  the  nation,  are  founded  in  wisdom,  morals,  prece- 
dent or  law.     This  is  the  shifting  of  conscious  weakness  or  guilt 
to  shun  the   justice  of  severe   reprobation!     The  plain   indispu- 
table truth  is,  that  the   Constitution  and  the   Union  are  now,  as 
they  always  have  been,  since  good  and  wise  men  adopted  them, 
having   been  ordained   by  the   people  to  form  a  more   perfect 
Union.  The  Constitution  is  vital,  and  the  Union  unhurt,  except  so 
far  as  their  practical  operations  are  obstructed  by  the  wickedness 
and  arms  of  the  rebels,  or  perverted  by  the  revolutionary  assump- 
tions and  dangerous  administration  of  the  party  in  power,  with- 
out the  sanction  of  constitutional  authority.  The  States  are  always 
members  of  the  Union  by  the  Constitution,  with  all  their  rights. 
Suppress  the  rebellion,  and  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  resume 
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their  operation,  the  Union  remains,  and  all  our  institutions  are 
unimpaired  and  only  call  for  an  administration  that  does  not  war 
upon  the  confessed,  adjudicated,  cherished,  constitutional  rights  of 
the  States  and  the  citizen.  Sir,  the  Constitution  is  the  great  liga- 
ment that  binds  the  States  in  union  ;  there  is  no  other  legal  tie; 
destroy  one  and  you  destroy  both,  and  the- nation  too  !  No  mat- 
ter how  you  do  it,  whether  by  rebellion  and  arms,  or  by  reckless 
acts  of  revolution  ;  one  bold  and  lawless,  the  other  insidious, 
selfish  and  wicked.     Mr.  Webster  said  upon  this  very  subject: 

"  The  Constitution  and  the  Union!  I  place  them  together  !  If  they  stand  they 
mnst  stand  together  ;  if  they  fall,  they  must  fall  together  !" 

It  is  a  great  mistake  and  false  assumption  that  Congress  or  any 
department  of  the  Government  can  do  everything  to  suit  the 
policy  of  a  party.  Party  legislation  is  dangerous  to  the  liberties 
of  the  people  without  the  strictest  regard  to  constitutional  grants 
and  limitations,  especially  in  a  crisis  like  this  when  a  frenzy  has 
seized  the  party  mind,  and  when  other  beacon  lights,  not  the 
Constitution,  are  hoisted  to  guide  our  ship  of  state  in  this  raging 
storm.  I  scorn  your  war  power,  I  denounce  your  application  of 
higher  law,  I  deprecate  your  false  international  rule,  your  mili- 
tary necessity,  or  "  the  indispensable  necessity  "  of  the  Executive 
"  in  his  opinion  !"  These  are  all  scapegoats  to  bear  off  your  sins. 
They  are  mere  floats  cast  upon  this  great  flood  of  revolution,  to 
bear  up  sinking  men  for  a  time.  They  are  not  the  ark,  the  great 
ark  of  old,  where  only  there  is  safety.    The  Constitution  is  that  ark. 

Sir,  if  you  persevere,  I  most  solemnly  fear  it  will  not  only  lead 
to  bankruptcy,  but  still  more  fearful,  to  disintegration.  But  I 
trust  never.  Let  us  have  "  one  Constitution,  one  Government, 
one  people,"  and  one  flag.  The  tenth  article  of  the  amendments 
to  the  Constitution  defines  your  powers : 

"  The  powers-  not  delegated  to  the  United  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  re- 
spectively, or  to  the  people." 

Have  you  not  countervailed  these  provisions,  usurped  author- 
ity not  granted,  transcended  the  limitations  placed  upon  yon  ? 
Do  you  claim  to  stand  for  authority  upon  the  book  of  American 
Constitutions?  Repeat  as  much  as  you  please  the  cry  of  military 
necessity,  or  any  other  "refuge  of  lies,"  the  Constitution  is  the 
rule  of  our  action,  and  our  constituents  and  the  country  have 
sworn  us  to  support  it.  I  fully  concur  in  the  remarks  of  Judge 
Thomas,  speaking  against  your  confiscation  bill,  (now  in  Ken- 
tucky  adjudged  unconstitutional.)    Said  he: 

u  No  man  can  desire  more  earnestly  than  I  do  the  suppression  of  this  rebellion, 
and  the  restoration  of  order,  unity  and  peace.  But  there  are  two  things  I  cannot, 
I  will  not,  do.  I  will  not  trample  beneath  my  feet  the  Constitution  I  have  sworn 
before  God  to  support!  I  will  not  violate,  even  against  the  rebels,  the  law  of  na- 
tions as  recognized  and  upheld  by  all  civilized  and  Christian  States." 

The  Executive  letter  to  Colonel  Hodges,  of  Kentucky,  frankly 
admits  there  was  a  time,  since  this  rebellion,  when  the  policy 
adopted  by  the  administration  as  to  slavery  and  the  orders  con- 
servative of  slavery  were  constitutional.  The  Constitution  has 
not  been  altered  or  amended.  How  then  can  a  direct  opposite 
policy,  not  conservative,  but  destructive  of  slavery,  be  constitu- 


tional  or  lawful  now?  Can  it  be  ?  As  soon  as  it  became,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Executive,  "  indispensable  to  the  preservation  of 
the  Constitution,"  that  he  should  adopt  a  measure,  "  otherwise 
unconstitutional,"  that  measure  then  became  "  lawful."  If 
lawful,  then  constitutional.  So  the  same  measure  may  be 
both  constitutional  and  unconstitutional,  dependent  only,  to 
give  it  complexion,  upon  the  opinion  of  our  President  /  or 
the  stand-point  from  which  it  is  viewed.  This  is  the  logic.  Where 
then  do  you  go  to  know  the  rights  of  the  citizen  ?  To  the  Con- 
stitution ?  Not  at  all.  But  to  such  necessitous  events  as,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  President,  makes  things  otherwise  unconstitu- 
tional and  unlawful,  constitutional  and  u  lawful"  So,  there- 
fore, according  to  this  interpretation,  the  Constitution  is  as  fluc- 
tuating as  the  events  of  this  world,  aild  as  variable  as  the  opin- 
ions of  our  President  in  relation  to  them.  The  question  and  con- 
trol of  slavery  does  not  come  under  the  grants  to  the  Federal 
Government,  but  is  reserved  exclusively  to  the  States.  Still  if 
what  is  "  indispensable  "  in  the  opinion  of  the  Executive,  can 
make  a  measure  u  lawful "  and  constitutional,  might  he  not  form 
■anopinion,  that  the  freedmen  and  contrabands  ought  to  be  cared 
for,  (and  as  a  bill  is  now  pending  to  effect  this  in  the  South,)  that 
half  the  citizen's  lands  in  Kentucky  should  be  sold  or  furnish 
homesteads  for  the  freedmen  or  contrabands  which  may  claim  to 
to  be  free.  That  is  the  assumption  and  the  argument. 
Judge  Collamer  says,  if  we  are  constrained  to  use  : 

"More  of  power,  more  of  force,  than  the  Constitution  provides,  or  than  is  limited 
by  the  Constitution,  the  moment  we  do  that,  or  are  constrained  from  our  sup- 
posed necessities  to  do  it,  we  acknowledge  before  the  world  that  our  institutions 
are  insufficiently  founded.  We  should  therefore,  particularly  in  a  peri  >d  like 
this,  carefully  consider  and  sacredly  regard  all  the  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. It  is  vain  and  idle  in  us  to  war  against  a  part  of  our  people  because 
they  have  made  war  upon  the  Government,  if  we  at  the  same  time  have  to  sap  the 
foundations  of  the  Government  by  stabbing  through  the  vitals  of  the  Constitution." 

The  present  policy  might  not  be  so  fearful  if  you  were  not  so 
over-righteous  and  self-confident ;  if  you  could  be  persuaded  or 
hear  remonstrance;  your  zeal  has  frenzied  your  brain  ;  you  hate 
a  man  who  says  he  is  for  being  governed  exclusively  by  the  Con- 
stitution, in  peace  and  in  war,  as  bad  as  the  Jews  hated  the 
Samaritans,  This  is  all  wrong.  Can't  you  abate  your  fiery  zeal, 
take  the  second  sober  thought,  and  come  back  upon  the  platform 
and  principles  to  which  we  can  all  subscribe;  where  we  can  act 
together  with  one  heart  and  one  mind,  all  in  unity  f  Wield  all 
the  undistracted  force  of  the  Government  in  all  its  majesty  and 
power?  We  stood  together  there  once,  and  if  you  had  not  re- 
nounced the  statesman  to  put  on  the  partizan,  with  a  view  to  ac- 
complish what  the  Constitution  interdicts,  we  would  have  been 
together  yet.  The  country  before  this  would  have  been  relieved 
and  in  peace  ;  but  you  have  entered  upon  a  crusade  against  the 
Constitution,  its  institution,  the  rights  of  the  States  and  the  citizen ; 
you  are  making  the  pillars  of  our  temple  of  liberty  tremble,  and 
its  very  corner-stones  are  crumbling  away  under  your  touch.  You 
have  the  power.  I  charge  all  the  responsibility  upon  you. 
Think!     Hepent  of  your  errors  to  save  our  country,  and  relieve 
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suffering  millions,  and  make  them  blessed.  I  read  you  Mf.» 
Crittenden's  resolutions.  We  all  voted  for  them,  (the  House  and 
Senate.)  The  Administration  was  for  them  ;  the  press  was  for 
them  ;  the  army  was  for  them.  We  did  not  hear  then  the  parti- 
zan  devotion  going  up  from  this  Hall,  in  thanks  to  God,  "  we 
have  got  an  abolition  army  too."    Yes,  all  the  nation  was  forthem  ; 

"  The  existing  civil  war,  forced  upon  the  national  Government  by  the  disunionist,, 
should  not  be  waged  on  the  part  of  the  Government  in  any  spirit  of  oppression,  or 
for  any  purpose  of  conquest  or  subjugation  or  purposes  of  overthrowing  or  interfer- 
ing with  the  rights  or  established  institutions  of  any  ©f  the  States,  free  or  sleeve  ;  but 
to  defend  and  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution,  and  to  preserve  the 
Union,  with  all  the  dignity,  equality,  and  rights  of  the  several  States  unimpaired  ; 
and  as  soon  as  these  objects  are  accomplished  the  war  ought  to  cease." 

This  resolution  has  been  utterly  abandoned,  and  the  whole 
power  of  the  Government  is  applied  now  in  the  spirit  of  oppres- 
sion, conquest,  and  subjugation,  lor  the  purpose  of  overthrowing 
the  rights  and  established  institutions  of  the  States,  loyal  slave 
States,  but  not  to  defend  and  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  Con- 
stitution and  to  preserve  the  Union.  The  Government  has  as- 
sumed other  and  opposite  principles  ;  other  purposes  are  to  be 
accomplished  other  than  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion  ;  pur- 
poses against  the  highest  forms  of  law  ;  in  conflict  with  all  usage7 
principle,  or  precedent.  You  have  woefully  changed.  There  is, 
in  one  sense,  no  Republican  party  now.  That  party  avowed  in  its 
platform  its  opposition  to  the  extension  of  slavery,  but  gave  a 
solemn  pledge  that  it  should  not  be  interfered  with  where  it  ex- 
isted.    The  President  reaffirmed  the  sentiment : 

"I  have  no  purpose,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  interfere  with  the  institution  of 
slavery  in  States  where  it  exists.  I  believe  I  have  no  right  to  do  so.  I  have  no 
wish  to  do  so.  That  the  maintenance  inviolate  of  the  rights  of  States,  and  especially 
the  rights  of  each  State  to  order  and  control  its  own  domestic  institutions  according 
to  its  own  judgment,  exclusively,  is  essential  to  that  balance  of  power  on  which 
the  perfection  and  endurance  of  our  political  fabric  depends." 

That  declaration  was  right.  The  country  believed  it ;  relied 
upon  it,  and  rallied  to  arms  under  its  inspiration.  How  far  dif- 
ferent now.  How  changed.  These  republican  principles  are 
abandoned,  and  we  have  a  fiery  abolition  party  ignoring  these 
principles,  and  fully,  most  radically,  adopting  the  abolition  prin- 
ciples of  the  strictest  sect  and  of  the  old  school,  indorsing  the 
complete  nullification  of  the  laws  and  constitutions  of  the  country? 
State  and  Federal.  Nobody  denies  that  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution, article  the  fourth,  section  third,  warrants  slavery,  and  upon 
this  the  wisdom  of  the  country  has  founded  the  fugitive  slave  law  ; 
but  now  the  first  is  disregarded,  and  the  latter  is  overriden  and 
in  process  of  of  repeal.  This  party,  now  tied  together  by  place 
and  patronage  for  electioneering  purposes,  too  common  with  all 
parties,  in  my  judgment,  are  for  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion7 
hut  upon  the  condition  that  slavery  "  must  be  wiped  out."  Thus 
they  are  not  what  they  so  arrogantly  announce,  unconditional 
Union  men,  but  conditional  Union  men.  What  will  they  do  if  they 
fail  to  wipe  out  slavery  ?  Will  they  be  for  the  disintegration  of 
the  Union  under  the  old  radical  abolition  flag  so  largely  repre- 
sented in  this  House?     Let  us  hear  from  them. 

The  gentleman  from  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania : 
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"This  talk  of  restoring  the  Union  as  it  was,  and  under  the  Constitution  as  it  is, 
is  one  of  the  absurdities  which  I  have  heard  repeated  until  I  have  become  sick  of 
it  There  are  many  things  which  make  such  an  event  impossible.  This  Union 
saever  shall,  with  my  consent,  be  restored  under  the  Constitution  as  it  is." 

Another  gentleman  of  the  House  is  quoted  to  have  said ; 

"  In  the  case  of  the  alternative  being  presented  of  the  continuance  of  slavery,  or  a 
dissolution  of  the  Union,  1  am  for  dissolution,  and  I  care  not  how  quick  it  comes." 

The  abolition  press,  James  Watson  Webb : 

"  If  the  Republicans  fail  at  the  ballot-box  we  shall  be  compelled  to  drive  back  the 
slavoeracy  with  fire  and  sword." 

.  Garrison  : 

"I  have  said,  and  I  say  again,  that  in  proportion  to  the  growth  of  disunion  will 
be  the  growth  of  republicanism.  The  Union  is  a  lie.  The  American  Union  is  an 
imposture,  a  cvoenant  with  death  and  as  agreement  with  hell.  I  am  for  its  over- 
throw." 

This  feeling  is  revived;  all  belonging  to  this  administration  of 
the  old  school,  disunionist  and  abolitionist,  drink  it  in  like 
water ;  it  is  called  the  life  of  the  nation,  and  the  Constitution  and 
Union  are  contemned,  so  the  abolitionists  succeed. 

Mr.  Julian,  of  the  House,  says  : 

"Should  both  Congress  and  the  courts  stand  in  the  way  of  the  nation's  life,  then 
the  red  lightings  of  the  people's  wrath  consume  the  recreant  who  refuses  to  execute 
the  popular  will;  not  even  the  Constitution  must  be  allovied  to  hold  bach  the  uplifted 
arm  of  the  Government?' 

Such  is  the  radical  political  spirit  of  the  times,  all  revived  by 
these  men,  in  times  so  appalling  when  all  is  at  stake;  not  even 
the  Constitution  must  be  permitted  to  hold  back  the  uplifted  arm 
of  Government  to  save  the  nation's  life.  This  is  truly  startling 
to  the  true,  sober,  patriot.  Is  it  not  the  essence  of  revolution,  and 
needs  but  a  blow  to  make  it  rebellion  ?  What  a  fearful  change! 
What  moral  dereliction  1  But  hear  from  their  pulpit.  Head  Dr. 
Bellows : 

"It  is  no  longer  a  war  in  defense  of  the  Union,  the  Constitution,  and  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  laws  ;  it  is  a  war  to  be  carried  on  no  longer  with  the  aim  of  re-estab- 
lishing the  Union  and  the  Constitution  with  their  old  compromises.  God  meang 
not  to  let  us  off  with  any  half-way  work.  I  am  now  convinced,  and  I  consider  it 
the  most  humane,  the  most  economical,  and  most  statesmanlike  now  to  take  the 
most  radical  ground  possible;  to  assume  that  this  is  a  war  for  the  subjugation  or 
extermination  of  all  persons  who  wish  to  maintain  the  slave  power;  a  war  to  get 
rid  of  slavery  and  slaveholders,  whether  it  is  constitutional  or  not.1' 

Thus  you  see  extermination  and  perjury  maintained  in  the 
pulpit ;  not  one  whisper  of  "  peace  on  earth  and  good  will  to 
men."     Wendell  Phillips  says  : 

"No  man  has  a  right  to  be  surprised  at  this  state  of  things.  It  is  just  what  the 
abolitionist  and  disunionist  have  attempted  to  bring  about.  There  is  merit  in  the 
Republican  party  ;  it  is  the  first  sectional  party  ever  organized  in  this  country.  It 
does  not  know  its  own  faee,  h\x\  calls  itself  national ;  but  it  is  not  national,  it  is  sec- 
tional.    The  Republican  party  is  a  party  of  the  North  pledged  against  the  South." 

So  you  see  from  the  standpoint  of  politics,  the  press  and  the 
pulpit,  at  a  glance  where  we  stand,  the  prospect  and  condition 
of  the  country.  Whatever  you  may  call  those  in  power,  it  is 
easily  inferred  there  is  a  settled  purpose,  whilst  they  would  sub- 
serve their  purposes  in  putting  down  the  rebellion,  their  para- 
mount object  now  is  to  extinguish  slavery  without  the  slightest 
regard  to  the  Constitution,  the  rights  of  States,  or  loyal  citizens. 
I  quote  these  things,  not  factiously,  but  with  mortification,  feeling 


it  my  duty  to  my  friends  and  my  country  to  snow  tlie  temper 
and  tendency  of  the  men  in  power.  The  Senate  have  already 
decided  the  negro  shall  have  a  vote  with  the  white  man.  The 
House  has  decided  all  lands  sold  for  taxes,  or  confiscated,  shall 
"be  made  by  law  homesteads  for  the  negro.  The  South  subjugated 
or  exterminated,  and  their  State  governments  held  as  Territories 
until  re-organized  by  one-tenth  of  the  voters,  and  these  perhaps 
late  emigrants  and  free  negroes.     This  is  the  policy. 

Mr.  Chairman,  can  you  not  see  in  all  this  why  there  is  such  an 
aversion  on  their  part  to  conciliation,  to  any  mention  or  hearing 
of  one  syllable  about  peace,  no  matter  how  it  comes,  or  where  it 
may  originate  ?  Sir,  I  am  for  peace,  an  honorable  peace  any  time 
to  stop  this  war.  War  is  always  a  curse  ;  and  a  peace  consistent 
with  the  integrity  of  the  Union,  the  operation  of  the  Constitution 
and  laws  of  the  land  in  all  their  force  everywhere  upon  Ameri- 
can soil  and  under  our  Federal  jurisdiction,  is  just  what  vxis  the 
object  of  the  war ;  and  peace  upon  these  terms  would  thrill  with 
joy  every  philanthropic  and  patriotic  heart,  and  bow  the  nation* 
in  thanksgiving  and,  praise  around  the  Throne  of  God.  Why 
this  coyness  about  peace  I  Do  you  fear  without  war  you  cannot 
accomplish  your  purposes,  cannot  wipe  out  slavery  if  this  war 
terminates?  Must  you  have  the  war  and  the  power  of  the  Gov- 
ernment both  to  accomplish  your  purpose?  Suppose  the  war 
ceases,  or  your  power  ceases  /  then  how  are  you  to  succeed?  Ton 
must  get  clear  of  the  Constitution,  its  grants,  its  limitations,  its 
warranties,  its  compromises,  or  continue  the  war  to  override  them, 
if  you  are  determined  to  wipe  out  slavery.  There  is  but  one  other 
way  left  to  separate  you  from  slavery,  and  that  is  disintegration 
whilst  you  have  the  power  I  And  this  would  be. consistent  with 
your  first  lessons  in  the  old  school  of  abolition.  But  you  have 
possibly  considered  these  things,  all  of  them.  The  issue  yon 
make  has  been  prophesied.     Mr.  Clay  said,,  in  1851 : 

"The  great  issue  before  the  country  is  this:  shall  abolitionism  put  down  the 
Union,  of  shall  the  Union  put  down  abolitionism?  With  them  the  rights  of  prop- 
erty are  nothing.  The  deficiency  of  the  powers  of  the  General  Government  are 
nothing;  the  acknowledged  and  incontestable  powers  of  the  States  are  nothing, 
Civil  war,  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  and  the  overthrow  of  a  Government  in  which 
are  concentrated  the  fondest  hopes  of  the  civilized  world  are  nothing,  A  single 
idea  has  taken  possession  of  their  mind,  and  onward  they  pursue  it,  overlooking  all 
barriers,  reckless  and  regardless  of  all  consequences  ?'* 

Sir,  what  said  General  Jackson  about  the  abolition  power  now 
i*evived  and  organized  ? 

"The  abolition  party  is  a  disloyal  organization;  its  pretended  love  for  freedom 
means  nothing  more  nor  less  than  civil  war  and  a  dissolution  of  the  Union.  Honest 
men  of  all  parties  should  unite  to  expose  their  intentions  and  arrest  their  progress."' 

The  measures  of  the  administration,  so  far  as  they  mark  a  pe- 
culiar party,  are  in  pursuance  and  in  conformity  to  the  views  of 
the  most  ultra  abolitionist,  with  some  exceptions,  in  House  and 
Senate;  and  of  this  party,  by  the  wise  and  great  just  passed 
away,  terrible  denunciations  have  been  uttered  by  such  as  knew 
them  best.     Mr.  Webster  said  : 

"Let  these  infernal  fanatics  get  possession  of  the  Government,  and  they  will 
treat  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  with  contempt;  they  will  make  laws  to 
suit  themselves;  they  will  lay  violent  hands  on  all  that  disagree -with  them  ;,  thejr 
will  bankrupt  the  country  and  finally  deluge  it  in  blood," 
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Much  of  all  this  evil  has  resulted  from  changing  the  policy 
and  purpose  of  the  war,  or  adding  to  the  original  purpose  of  the 
vjar.  Our  policy  ought  never  to  have  changed ;  the  necessity 
for  it  was  a  fiction,  and  worse.  It  has  protracted  the  great  evil, 
increased  the  ilood-tide  of  blood  being  poured  out  on  the  battle- 
field, and  disheartened  the  gallant  and  brave  that  did  and  would 
again  volunteer  at  the  first  tap  of  the  drum.  Had  the  Critten- 
den resolutions  been  pursued,  we  should  have  no  conscription, 
no  arming  of  slaves,  no  onerous  taxes,  no  dread  of  bankruptcy. 
These  are  the  fruits  of  your  policy  and  your  change.  The  dread 
evil  is  still  lingering  on  and  is  to  be  pressed  till  the  full  consum- 
mation, and  the  last  negro  that  survives  the  camp,  the  field,  and 
starvation,  is  to  be  free  and  brought  to  the  polls.  This  is  to  be 
done  in  the  South  and  in  all  border  States  that  do  not  become 
demoralized  and  relinquish  their  constitutional  rights.  The 
emancipation  of  slaves  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  without  the 
consent  of  their  owners  or  a  vote  from  the  people,  fixing  your 
own  value  on  them  without  their  concurrence,  and  paying  for 
them  out  of  the  treasury,  with  large  incidental  expenses  for  con- 
trabands, was  your  beginning.  The  confiscation  bill  aimed  at 
slavery ;  the  additional  article  of  war  passed,  so  as  to  make  it  a 
high  offence  for  an  officer  of  the  army  to  return  a  runaway  slave, 
and  refusing  to  make  it  a  like  offence  to  entice  away  a  slave. 
This  law  was  against  all  Federal  and  State  authority;  nullifies 
the  statutes  of  Kentucky  and  the  fugitive'  slave  law.  The  acts 
of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  (see  revised  statutes,  page  634,) 
provide  against  the  abduction  of  slaves,  or  by  any  means  seduc- 
ing them  or  removing  them  from  their  owners,  or  exciting  them 
to  insurrection,  and  punishes  these  offences  with  (upon  con- 
viction) imprisonment.  If  the  State  was  left  to  the  exercise 
of  its  civil  jurisdiction  it  would  not  so  outrage  all  right;  but 
martial  law  and  military  enforcement  overwhelms  State  au- 
thority. Your  conscript  bill  and  its  amendments  enlisting  slaves 
as  soldiers,  and  a  series  of  successive  like  unconstitutional  acts, 
for  which  you  are  responsible  and  the  country  will  hold  you  to 
an  account,  all  aim  at  the  extinguishment  of  slavery ;  and,  in 
fact,  well  known  in  point  of  expense,  delay,  and  other  embar- 
rassments, calculated  to  encourage  and  excite  the  South,  injure 
and  mortify  the  truly  well  tried  loyal  border  States,  and  retard 
the  attainment  of  peace,  if  not  finally  defeat  the  suppression  of 
the  rebellion,  except  at  the  cost  of  blood  and  treasure  fearful  in- 
deed, and  unequalled  in  the  annals  of  time.  In  Kentucky  (see 
article  seven,  title  militia) — 

"The  militia  of  this  commonwealth  shall  consist  of  &\\free,  able  bodied  male  per- 
sons (negroes,  mulattoes,  and  Indians  excepted)  resident  in  the  same,  between  the 
ages  of  eighteen  and  forty  five  years." 

These  are  the  militia  of  Kentucky,  and  in  the  eighth  section  of 
the  Federal  Constitution,  in  regard  to  oro;anizino\  arming,  and 
disciplining  the  militia  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  expressly  reserved  to  the  States  "  the  appointment  of 
the  officers  and  the  authority  of  training  the  militia,"  &c,  both 
of  which  constitutional  rights  were  denied  under  the  conscript 
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bill,  as  I  understand  it.     Article  second  of  amendments  to  Fed- 
eral Constitution  provides : 

u  A  well  regulated  militia  being  necessary  to   the  security  of  a  free  State,  the 
right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms  shall  not  be  infringed." 

Here  is  a  guarantee  to  the  State  to  regulate  and  arm  her  mili- 
tia— to^the  people,  citizens,  residents  of  the  States,  not  slaves, 
not  non-residents.  Who  does  not  know  that  the  laws  of  Ken- 
tucky prohibit  and  have  a  right  to  prohibit  slaves  from  carrying 
or  bearing  arms  ?  Is  there  nothing  in  State  laws,  nothing  in 
usage,  nothing  in  precedent,  nothing  in  acquiescence?  From 
the  foundation  of  the  Government,  when  and  where  were  slaves 
enrolled  as  the  militia  of  the  country  % 

Sir,  I  raise  the  question,  and  I  insist  that  as  the  State  has  the 
only  power  to  say  who  shall  constitute  her  militia,  and  has  ex- 
cluded negroes,  although  the  Federal  Government  is  entitled 
to  the  quota  from  States  drawn  from  her  militia,  yet  she  cannot 
say  who  the  militia  are.  Yery  much  depends  upon  the  enroll- 
ment by  the  State,  the  usage  of  the  State,  and  the  meaning  of 
the  terms  used  at  the  time  the  constitutions  -were  ordained,  both 
federal  and  State.  When  they  were  formed,  does  any  one  con- 
ceive or  pretend  that  slaves  were  meant  and  included  under  the 
term  militia?  They  looked  to  the  enrollment  in  the  Adjutant 
General's  office  to  find  out  who  the  militia  were.  They  found  no 
negroes  there.  This  was  the  meaning  and  application  then,  its 
true  meaning  and  application  now  •  I  do  not  deny  they  can  be 
used  by  the  army  as  property,  but  I  deny  they  can  be  used  as 
militia.  None  but  citizens  can  constitute  militia.  Slaves  are 
not  citizens.  Must  we  not  know  what  militia  means  and  where 
they  are  recorded  ?  I  know  they  are  persons,  but  this  is  no  ar- 
gument ;  so  foreigners  are  persons,  but  they  are  not  citizens. 
Females  are  persons  and  citizens,  but  they  are  not  enrolled,  and 
constitute  no  part  of  the  militia.  The  Federal  Government  can 
"raise  and  support  armies,"  "provide  and  maintain  a  navy,"  but 
this  is  a  general  power  granted  and  incident  to  the  existence  of 
all  governments;  but  our  Government,  knowing  that  the  main 
defense  of  the  nation  depends  upon  her  citizen  soldiers,  her  mi- 
litia, has  provided  explicitly  for  the  very  crisis  upon  us,  and  other 
clauses  but  come  in  aid  of  this  great  power  and  sacred  trust. 
Section  8th,  14th  specific  grant : 

"Congress  shall  hare  power  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrection,  and  repel  invasions." 

This  is  what  we  are  supposed  to  be  doing,  this  is  what  we  first 
did  ;  and  under  this  clause  of  the  Constitution,  in  my  judgment, 
it  requires  a  radical  false  interpretation  to  embrace  slaves.  It 
never  was  intended  or  meant  by  the  framers  of  our  constitutions  ; 
and  the  intent  of  the  authors  of  the  instruments,  especially  in 
a  doubtful  case,  is  always  the  best  manifestation  of  their  mean- 
ing. Take  this,  however,  altogether,  and  it  seems  to  me  there  is 
no  doubt.  This,  too,  is  sufficiently  shown  from  our  history,  that 
after  our  Government  has  existed  almost  a  century,  had  three 
wars,  foreign  wars,  no  new  enrollments  have  been  ordered,  no 
new  militia  fiat  has  been  pronounced,  no  slaves  enlisted.     Here- 
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tofore  those  taken  in  the  army  as  laborers  and  servants,  when 
lost  by  the  casualties  of  war,  have  been  paid  for  by  the  Govern- 
ment as  property.  This  distinction  has  always  obtained  and 
would  now  remain  undisturbed,  if  the  men  in  power  had  not  de- 
creed in  their  hearts  "  slavery  must  be  wiped  out,"  no  matter 
what  are  the  suggestions  of  usage,  history,  and  the  provisions  of 
the  Constitution  !  But  if  you  put  the  slave  in  ditch,  or  camp,  or 
fort  as  a  laborer  or  waiter,  and  you  put  him  in  the  field  as  a  sol- 
dier, how  is  it  by  the  one  case  he  is  made  free,  in  the  other  he  is 
not?  This  freedom,  of  course,  is  all  of  grace ;  but  where  is  the 
rule  to  distinguish  by  authority  or  constitutional  law?  I  know 
of  none.  It  is  not  the  want  of  negro  soldiers  that  has  produced 
this  boldest  strike  at  slavery.  No  !  it  will  do  the  army  more  harm 
than  good ;  it  will  diminish  rather  than  increase  it  of  reliable 
troops;  but  the  present  policy  has  decided  upon  it,  I  suppose, 
upon  Mr.  Julian's  policy.     Says  he: 

"  Cases  may  arise  in  which  patriotism  itself  may  demand  that  we  trample  on  the 
most  vital  principle?  of  the  Constitution,  and  this  has  been  done  already  by  the 
present  administration  under  the  exigencies  of  the  war." 

This  is  honest,  but  abominable. 

This  sentiment  is  fearfully  but  I  fear  hopelessly  rebuked  by 
Judge  Collamer,  even  in  the  Senate  : 

"  I  do  not  wish  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Senate  unless  I  am  compelled  to  do  so 
at  some  stage  of  this  business,  by  making  any  remarks  about  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  I  think  it  is  a  subject  almost  of  derision  here  ;  with  many  gen- 
tlemen it  is  a  subject  of  derision.  As  it  is  so  in  a  great  measure,  and  a  man  is 
sneered  at  for  mentioning  the  Constitution,  and  if  he  has  a  decent  respect  for  it  and 
for  his  own  oath,  he  is  called  a  timid  man,  (or,  as  we  say  in  the  West,  tender-footed, 
not  rough-shod)  and  ready  to  trample  even  the  Constitution  under  his  feet." 

Again,  Mr.  Trumbull  : 

"Sir,  it  is  with  a  piece  with  a  declaration  that  I  have  heard  .sometimes  in  this 
Chamber,  and  have  always  regretted  when  I  heard  it,  and  that  was,  that  it 
mattered  not  whether  a  thing  was  constitutional  or  not.  Sir,  this  Government 
cannot  be  saved,  constitutional  liberty  cannot  be  saved,  unless  we  save  it  under  the 
Constitution.  We  are  fighting  for  liberty,  regulated  by  law,  for  constitutional 
liberty." 

Your  enlistment  and  drafting  the  slave  is  against  law,  and 
a  crying  injustice  to  him.  Your  bounty  and  pay  to  the 
owner  is  a  mockery  to  a  gentleman  and  kind  friend  of  the 
slave.  You  depreciate  the  property,  fix  yourself  a  pitiful  and 
niggardly  price,  so  depreciated  without  his  consent  or  concur- 
rence, and  hypocritically  and  falsely  assume  you  have  paid,  or 
offered  to  pay,  for  the  slave  as  property.  No  such  thing.  It' is 
like  a  man  who  wants  my  house  and  lot  in  town  ;  he  first  comes 
arad  burns  down  my  improvements,  and  then  drives  me  oif  the 
premises  by  force,  and  afterwards  promises  to  pay  me,  and  boasts 
of  his  kindness  and  generosity.  Is  this  the  liberty  we  are  fight- 
ing for?  No!  no!  we  are  fighting  for  liberty  regulated  by  law, 
for  constitutional  liberty.  The  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  land 
warrant  slavery  /  this  no  one  denies,  but  it  so  shocks  the  piety  of 
these  holy  puritans  I  will  quote  an  explanation  for  them.  This 
is  about  the  truth  upon  this  subject: 

"Religiously  considered,  slavery  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  a  divine  institution,  like 
the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  supper  or  the  marriage  covenant;  but  as  a  providential 
condition  of  society,  recognized  and  regulated  by  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  as  such  to 
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be  tolerated  by  Christian  people  where  it  exists  by  law,  always  acting  in  strict  con- 
formity to  the  inspired  precept  concerning  it.  This  is  according  to  the  course  pur- 
sued by  Christ  and  his  Apostles,  and  this  is  the  vi*  w  given  by  every  standard  com- 
mentator of  the  Bible.  Slavery,  politically  conside)  ed,  is  an  institution  of  our  country 
which  each  State  has  a  perfect  right  to  tolerate  or  repudiate  at  pleasure.  Any  in- 
terference in  the  matter  on  the  part  of  one  State  or  section  of  the  country  towards 
another,  is  a  breach  of  covenant  between  the  parties,  which  every  Christian  patriot 
and  citizen  should  deplore  and  rebuke.  If  the  principles  contained  in  these  two 
propositions  had  been  duly  regarded,  who  believes  this  nation  would  now  be  in- 
volved in  such  a  terrible  conflict?" 

If  the  abolitionist  and  secessionist  had  both  regarded  these 
propositions,  how  peaceful,  prosperous,  and  happy  would  our 
country  now  be.  But  it  is  said  slavery  was  the  cause  of  the  war. 
This  is  not  philosophic  nor  true.  A  want  of  religious  principle 
and  political  integrity  was  the  cause  of  the  war,  and  although 
the  unrestrained  passions  may  have  been  excited  by  the  agitation 
of  slavery,  slavery  was  not  the  cause ;  the  agitation  teas  /  and  if 
there  had  not  existed  this  cause  of  agitation,  some  other  cause 
would,  especially  amidst  sectional  and  foolish  jealousies,  mingled 
with  bad  feeling,  envy,  and  malice.  Nothing  can  override  these 
passions  so  injurious,  but  self-respect,  high,  unselfish,  moral  prin- 
ciple, and  the  restraints  of  the  law  and  the  Constitution;  and 
these  must  be  enforced  by  good  and  loyal  men,  both  against  the 
rebels  and  the  abolitionists,  and  the  Government  thus  preserved 
in  all  its  glory  and  majesty. 

The  border  States  have  been  peculiarly  exposed  and  embarras- 
sed, injured  and  insulted  by  invasions  and  raids  by  the  rebels. 
Adhering  to  the  Constitution,  the  laws  and  the  flag  of  our  coun- 
try, the  border  States  had  a  right  to  look  for  the  respect  and  pro- 
tection of  their  legal  and  constitutional  privileges;  they  did  not 
dream  that  to  suppress  the  rebellion  the  rights  of  the  loyal  would 
be  assailed,  or  that  the  Constitution  was  so  feeble  that  its  su-' 
pjremacy  must  be  upheld  only  by  a  violation  of  its  own  provisions. 
Such,  however,  has  been  the  policy  to  which  they  have  been 
subjected  by  the  Government  since  the  purpose  has  been  fixed  to 
extinguish  slavery,  in  not  only  the  disloyal,  but  loyal  States.  If 
it  has  not  been  done  outright,  it  has  been  done,  and  is  doing,  in- 
directly.    Mr.  Webster,  again  : 

"I  have  often,  Mr.  President,  expressed  the  opinion  that  over  slavery  as  it  exists 
in  the  States  this  Government  has  no  control  whatever.  It  is  entirely  and  exclu- 
sively a  State  concern.  And  whilst  it  is  thus  clear  that  Congress  has  no  direct 
power  over  the  subject,  it  is  our  duty  to  take  care  that  the  authority  of  this  Gov- 
ernment is  not  brought  to  bear  upon  it  by  any  indirect  interference  whatever." 

In  view  of  that,  what  do  you  think  of  your  policy,  your  recent 
policy,  your  indirect,  repeated  interferences  f  The  baggage 
wagons  of  the  Federal  army  have  traveled  the  pikes  and  roads 
in  Kentucky  filled  with  slaves  received  or  seduced  into  the  army 
line,  and  under  the  new  article  of  war  and  military  ascendency 
the  owner  was  peremptorily  refused  his  property;  property  be- 
longing to  men,  women,  and  children.  This  was  indirect  inter- 
ference, indirect  emancipation,  and  by  the  laws  of  Kentucky  a 
felony.  Mr.  Fillmore,  I  believe,  ordered  out  the  army  to  enforce 
the  fugitive  slave  law;  but  now  the  whole  army  is  encouraged  to 
resist  its  execution,  and  some  of  them  do  it  most  effectively.  And 
whilst  this  is  the  state  of  the  case  it  is  true,  as  the  President  says : 
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''All  Members  of  Congress  swear  their  support  to  the  whole  Constitution,  to  this 
provision  as  much  as  any  other.  To  the  proposition,  then,  that  slaves  whose  oases 
come  within  the  terms  of  this  clause  shall  be  delivered  up,  their  oaths  are  unanimous. 
And  should  any  one  in  any  case  be  content  that  his  oath  should  go  unkept?  " 

Go  unkept!  why,  sir,  it  is  one  of  the  purposes  of  Congress 
to  violate  if  they  can,  and  repeal  the  fugitive  slave  law.  Go 
unkept!  have  not  the  officers  of  the  army  retained  by  force 
servants  from  their  masters?  Have  they  been  dismissed,  even 
reprimanded?  Not  one  of  them  ;  but  others,  that  choose  not  to 
subserve  the  purposes  of  military  interference  with  slavery,  have 
been  peremptorily  discharged',  without  charge,  or  notice,  or  trial. 

I  hope  there  will  soon  be  some  just  consideration  of  this  great 
subject  and  great  danger.  Sir,  when  the  great  battles  of  the 
war  are  fought,  our  arms  successful,  and  you  take  the  subjugated 
South  as  your  territories,  to  be  reorganized  into  free  States  by 
men  sworn  to  support  the  proclamation,  by  emigrants,  many  of 
them  foreign,  and  free  negroes;  when  raids,  guerrillas,  and  drilled 
bands  are  everywhere  in  the  country,  upon  hill  and  dale,  moun- 
tain and  valley,  spoiling  you  of  your  substance,  resisting  your 
authority,  then  you  will  have  trouble  to  control  your  army,  by 
that  time  mostly,  (according  to  your  policy,)  emigrants,  foreign- 
ers, and  slaves.  You  had  better  now  teach  the  army  some  les- 
sons of  order,  that  private  property  is  to  be  held  inviolate,  unless, 
in  fact,  you  intend  literally  a  war  of  extermination.  You  will 
have  millions  of  contrabands  on  your  hands,  not  operatives;  yon 
will  but  be  able,  after  the  ravages  of  war,  to  furnish  subsistence 
to  favored  citizens,  the  speculator,  the  covetous,  and  the  army; 
and  your  contrabands,  taken  from  comfort  and  home,  will  be  per- 
mitted in  their  abandoned  nakedness  to  starve.  You  are  going 
in  your  policy  upon  a  big  scale,  a  wholesale  dealer.  How  is  it 
now  in  its  incipiency?  Let  us  hear  from  the  Boston  Recorder, 
a  religious  journal : 

"  We  are  indignant  at  this  shameless  northern  cupidity  which  stands  with  its  long 
sharp  shears  always  open,  ready  to  clip  the  fleece  of  black  and  white  alike,  so  that 
it  can  fill  its  own  sack  with  the  proceeds." 

Again : 

"  The  plan  adopted  in  the  Southwest  to  work  the  plantations  with  hired  freedmen 
needs  overhauling.  The  blacks  have  no  liberty  to  select  their  own  place  of  labor. 
They  are  compelled  to  work  on  the  estates  where  they  are  at  the  rate  of  seven  dol- 
lars a  month,  and  half  of  this  in  kind  at  the  price  fixed  by  their  employers.  This 
is  only  the  semblance  of  freedom,  and  this  remuneration  most  meagre — less  than  the 
fourth  of  a  dollar  a  day,  and  only  half  of  that  in  cash.  This  is  enriching  the  new 
race  of  northern  planters  at  an  altogether  disproportionate  rate.  We  hear  of  large 
fortunes  accumulating  in  the  hands  of  many  of  our  people,  who  are  overseeing  these 
plantations,  and  are  expected  to  be'back  again  in  a  year  or  two,  like  nabobs  return- 
ing from  the  Indies." 

Same  paper : 

"It  will  require  the  utmost  vigilance  on  the  part  of  this  (the  Freedmen's)  and  all 
other  associations  for  the  relief  of  freedmen  in  the  coming  summer  and  fall  to  save 
them  from  the  certain  destruction  that  awaits  them  from  the-  heartless  cupidity  of 
money  gathering  adventurers  and  traders.  The  Mississippi  valley  is  swarming  with 
these  unprincipled  men." 

These  good  shepherds  (not  of  Israel)  have  gone  down  there, 
taken  possession  of  the  pastures,  property,  and  country  from 
their  original  owners,  to  guard  the  sheep,  especially  the  black 
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sheep,  from  the  wolf.  All  the  promptings  of  abolition  philan- 
thropy !  Why  don't  these  shepherds  let  the  wolf  (the  master) 
have  the  sheep?  Simply  because  they  want  to  rob  the  sheep  of 
his  wool,  and  eat  him  themselves.  % 

You  are  by  force  pressing  your  party  purposes,  distracting 
society,  pouring  oil  upon  fire,  fixing  up  the  African- in  our 
midst  for  starvation,  misery,  demoralization,  and  extinction; 
and  then  proposing  the  iniquity  by  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution. I  shall  consent  to  no  such  legislation.  My  constitu- 
ents look  to  no  such  scheme.  Kentucky,  although  submitting 
to  the  slave  draft,  desires  no  such  hasty  and  rash  action  forced 
upon  her.  She  has  answered  as  a  State;  she  has  answered 
by  districts.  If  she  would,  she  could  not  emancipate  in  less  than 
six  or  seven  years.  She  has  all  the  constitutional  power,  but  she 
does  not  move.  No,  sir;  this  is  not  the  time.  Let  us  put  clown 
the  rebellion,  or  otherwise  get  peace,  become  calm,  restored  to 
amity;  and  if  ever  done,  when  it  is  done  let  it  be  done  "decently 
and  in  order,"  as  the  Constitution  was  adopted,  by  statesmen  and 
patriots,  not  as  partizans  and  zealots;  done  in  the  fear  of  God, 
invoking  his  favor.  Sir,  whenever  done  by  the  commanding 
voice  of  the  constitutional  majority  of  the  United  States,  with  a 
view  to  the  good  of  the  whole  country,  Kentucky  will  never  be 
found  recreant  to  her  duty,  her  fame,  or  her  loyalty.  But  she 
will  ask  it  to  be  clone  right,  right  to  her  citizens,  right  to  her 
slaves,  before  ever  she  consents  to  its  ratification,  or  to  surrender 
the  trust  committed  to  her  hands  by  the  providence  of  God. 
Her  slaves  must  be  indemnified,  cared  for  better  than  they  are 
now,  have  food  and  raiment  and  such  advancement  as  they  need 
and  are  competent  to  receive — not  permitted  to  go  back  into  bar- 
barism ;  and  if  removed,  given  all  the  advantages  of  arts,  science, 
and  literature  they  are  competent  to  receive,  and  especially  (as 
they  have  novS)  the  everlasting  gospel  of  God,  bearing  upon  its 
messages  of 'love  the  golden  gates  of  a  holy  religion,  always  open, 
inviting  them  to  enter  through  to  the  great  temple  of  eternal  rest. 

Mr.  Chairman,  "This  is  a  dark  and  gloomy  day,  big  with  the 
fate  of  Csesar  and  of  Rome."  I  am  not  in  despair,  but  I  am  gloomy 
even  amidst  the  recent  victories  of  our  arms  under  our  indomitable 
leader.  For  we  must  survey  and  be  appalled  at  the  dread  necessi- 
ties of  this  terrible  strife.  But  when  I  remember  the  high-noon  of 
our  prosperity,  when  I  think  of  the  illimitable  domain  of  our  coun- 
try in  all  its  exuberance,  when  I  take  my  stand-point  upon  our 
mountain  heights,  and  view  our  valleys  and  hills,  infinite  in  re- 
sources and  infinite  in  production,  when  I  think  of  our  commerce 
with  every  people  upon  every  sea,  and  our  great  rivers  and  lakes — 
when  I  calculate  the  millions  of  our  increasing  population,  enlight- 
ened, prosperous,  full  of  energy,  every  one  happy  (aside  from  the 
war)  from  the  humblest  place  to  the  highest  official ;  when  I  tell 
you,  this  is  the  land  of  our  fathers,  a  land  consecrated  by  their 
blood  to  religious  liberty  and  constitutional  freedom  ;  why  should 
I  even  in  this  crisis  despair?  I  will  not  despair.  I  may  be  des- 
pondent, but  I  will  hope  and  trust.  But,  who  can  but  be  uneasy 
when  we  hear  the  partizan  utterance  in  this  Hall,    as  I  have 
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said,  devoutly  thanking  God,  "  we  have  an  abolition  army  too!" 
When  we  see  partizan  zeal  in  the  House  invoking  partizan  power 
in  the  army ;  when  we  have  six  or  eight  cases  of  contested  elec- 
tions brought  before  the  House  in  all  their  perplexities  and  un- 
certainties, predicated  upon  the  allegations  of  militaryinterference 
with  the  freedom  of  the  citizen,  the  right  of  suffrage  at  the  polls ; 
this,  the  highest  and  dearest  right  of  an  American  citizen,  un- 
derlying the  base  of  our  political  fabric — symbolized  more  than 
all  other  rights  by  the  banner  of  the  country  floating  free  !  free  ! 
gloriously  free,  in  the  breeze  ! 

Military  interference  was  not  charged  in  the  third  congressional 
district ;  it  was  discouraged,  I  know,  by  some  of  the  military  and 
politicians,  the  majorities  at  the  last  and  preceding  election  show 
it :  being  about  the  same,  not  quite  so  large  as  the  last  time  for 
the  successful  candidate.  Certainly  there  ought  to  be  none,  for 
every  man  should  bow  with  deference  to  the  legal,  loyal  undis- 
turbed votes  of  the  sovereign  people,  ascertained  by  law  through 
the  judges  and  civil  authorities  appointed  by  our  courts.  "No 
molestation  by  any  military  array  at  the  ballot-box.  I  speak  of 
general  principles  and  not  of  particular  cases.  I  trust  military 
interference  in  this  regard  is  over  forever  in  this  country.  It 
ought  to  prostrate  any  party  or  policy  that  would  permit  it ;  its 
tendency  is  fatal  and  runious.  Plow  would  it  be  in  our  coming 
elections,  pregnant  with  results,  so  fearfully  important  and  of  infi- 
nite consequences  to  this  country  and  the  whole  people  ?  Let 
elections  be  left  to  the  civil  authorities  to  judge,  govern  and  de- 
termine by  the  laws,  officers  and  agencies  of  the  States.  Let  not 
the  spectre  of  military  tyrants  haunt  the  sanctuary  of  an  Ameri- 
can freeman  in  the  exercise  of  his  highest  privilege  and  most 
patriotic  duty.  When  this  shall  obtain,  then  not  only  may  we 
be  in  gloom,  but  the  dark  cloud  of  utter  hopelessness  and  despair 
settles  over  the  land,  and  the  Goddess  of  Liberty  elevated  over 
this  temple,  dedicated  to  constitutional  freedom,  with  waitings 
and  tears  of  deepest  anguish  yields  to  the  fell  spoiler  of  military 
despotism.  Why,  sir,  last  week,  not  in  the  House,  military  des- 
potism was  boldiy  advocated  by  Wendell  Phillips.  The  recon- 
struction of  the  rebel  States  upon  the  basis  of  the  loyal  blacks, 
the  country  to  be  kept  in  Territories  twenty  years,  and  the  Gov- 
eminent  to  he  trusted  with  a  military  desjiotism.  There  is  not 
only  a  fearful  war,  but  fearful  revolution  of  settled  usages  and 
principles  of  the  Government  in  progress.  May  God  avert  them 
from  our  utter  ruin. 

But  I  may  touch  most  briefly  some  few  other  subjects.  Pass- 
ing over  the  momentous  questions  of  arrest  without  warrant, 
martial  law,  and  denying  the  right  to  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
where  the  civil  authorities  can  execute  the  law,  I  beg  leave  to 
suggest  a  few  things,  more  recently  revived  upon  the  public 
mind,  settled,  as  I  suppose,  in  the  first  article  to  the  amendments 
of  the  Constitution,  and  the  usages  of  this  Government.  Con- 
gress shall  make  no  law  abridging  the  feedom  of  speech  or  of 
the  press,  and  these  two  rest  upon  the  same  principle.  Who- 
ever objects  to  either  is  retrograding  in  principle  and  policy. 
The  right  to  exercise  these  privileges  is  consistent  with  our  very 


nature  and  endowments,  consistent  with  the  assumption  that  we 
are  rational,  capable  of  self-government;  that  we  have  the  ca- 
pacity to  discriminate  between  truth  and  falsehood  ;  between 
good  and  evil,  and  have  transfered  none  of  our  high  rights  and 
privileges  to  others,  but  may  write,  read,  and  determine  upon  all 
subjects  for  ourselves,  both  as  it  regards  men,  morals,  principle, 
and  policy.  It  is  too  late  to  question  this  right  or  interfere  with 
Its  exercise.  The  most  arrogant  tyrants  ought  to  blush  to  assail 
It.     It  is  a  long  settled  principle.    Kent's  lecture,  24 : 

"  Tt  has  become  a  constitutional  principle  in  this  country  that  every  citizen  may 
freely  speak,  write,  and  publish  his  sentiments  upon  all  subjects,  and  that  no  law 
<ean  rightfully  be  passed  to  restrain  or  abridge  the  freedom  of  the  press." 

Blackstone,  152 : 

"  Every  freeman  has  an  undoubted  right  to  lay  what  sentiments  he  pleases  before 
the  public.     To  forbid  this  is  to  destroy  the  freedom  of  the  press." 

None  but  tyrants  desire  its  suppression  or  destruction,  and 
none  others  try  it.  Speech  and  reason  are  the  very  characteristics  of 
man  ;  deny  him  the  right  of  free  speech,  and  you  take  from  him 
one  of  the  prerogatives  that  God  and  the  Constitution  have 
both  given  him.  It  was  upon  these  great  principles  unfettered, 
and  the  honesty  and  intelligence  of  the  people,  Mr.  Clay  an- 
nounced, "Truth  is  omnipotent  and  public  justice  certain."  Free 
speech,  a  free  press,  and  free  suffrage  1  When  these  constitu- 
tional rights  are  overwhelmed  and  gone,  our  liberties  are  gone 
too,  and  we  are  all  slaves.  The  right  of  free  speech  must,  for 
the  sake  of  its  efficiency,  be  subject  to  liberal  parliamentary  not 
party  order.     Kent,  page  17  : 

"  The  liberal  communications  of  sentiment  and  entire  freedom  of  discussion  in 
respect  to  the  character  and  conduct  of  public  men  and  of  candidates  for  public  fa- 
vor, is  deemed  essential  to  the  judicious  exercise  of  the  right  of  suffrage  and  that 
control  over  their  rulers  which  resides  in  the  people  of  the  United  States." 

Sir,  this  tendency  to  arbitrary  dominion  prevails  every  where  ; 
it  has  entered  the  sanctuaries  and  temples  of  religion  and  men 
have  been  sent  forth  "  breathing  threatenings  "  to  reorganize  the 
ministry  as  well  as  States.  Ministers  have  been  deposed  from 
their  pulpits  (not  Rev.  Mr.  Bellows,  whom  I  have  quoted,)  and 
others  installed,  according  to  the  papers,  over  their  congregations 
without  the  consent  of  the  minister  or  the  congregation.  True, 
ministers  are  not  to  speak  evil  of  the  rulers  of  their  people  ;  they 
are  to  be  subject  to  the  powers  that  be,  like  other  citizens.  These 
things  are  done  without  a  hearing,  and  with  less  courtesy  than 
Agrippa  bestowed  upon  Paul,  for  Paul  was  permitted  to  speak 
for  himself  and  be  heard.  I  don't  deny  you  can  operate  upon 
the  disloyal  traitor,  their  aiders  and  abettors  anywhere;  but  not 
upon  all,  nor  any,  without  any  reason  ;  upon  mere  suspicion  or 
report,  without  notice  or  trial.  Nor  do  I  contend  the  pulpit  is 
the  appropriate  place  for  political  and  partizan  edification.  Still, 
it  is  perfectly  safe  if  its  labors  are  devoted  to  abolition  or  even 
disunion.  I  will  be  excused  to  quote  once  more  upon  this  sub- 
ject, showing  the  sacredness  of  this  right.  Free  speech  is  only 
dangerous  to  arbitrary  power.     Mr.  Webster  said  : 

"It   is  the  ancient  and   undoubted   prerogative  of  this  people  to  canvass  public 
measures  and  the  merits  of  public  men.     It  is   a  home-bred  right,  a  fire-side  priv- 
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liege.  It  hath  ever  been  enjoyed  in  every  house,  cottage,  and  cabin  in  the  nation. 
It  is  not  to  be  drawn  into  con'roversy.  It  is  as  undoubted  as  breathing  the  air  or 
walking  on  the  earth.  Belonging  to  private  life  as  a  right — it  belongs  to  public 
life  as  a  duty,  and  it  is  the  last  duty  which  those  whose  representative  I  am  shall 
find  me  to  abandon.  Aiming  at  all  times  to  be  courteous  and  temperate  in  its  use, 
except  when  the  right  itself  is  questioned,  I  shall  place  myself  on  the  extreme 
boundary  of  my  right  and  bid  defiance  to  any  arm  that  would  move  me  from  my 
ground  !  This  high  constitutional  privilege  I  shall  defend  and  exercise  within  this 
House  and  in  all  places;  in  times  of  peace  and  at  all  times.  Living  I  shall  assert 
it;  and  should  I  leave  no  other  inheritance  to  my  children,  by  the  blessing  of  God 
I  will  leave  them  the  inheritance  of  free  principles  and  the  example  of  a  manly, 
independent,  and  constitutional  defence  of  them." 

I  have  voted  to  sustain  these  principles  ;  I  have  voted  against 
the  expulsion  of  members  for  the  exercise  of  this  right  in  the 
expression  of  their  opinions.  Why  not  expel  them,  I  am  asked, 
you  expelled  two  members  last  Congress?  Because  these  gentle- 
men exercise  tl^e  common  privilege  of  a  high  constitutional  right; 
those  had  themselves  quit  Congress,  and  had  actually  and  in  fad 
joined  the  rebels.  These  exercise  a  constitutional  right.  Those 
were  confessedly  guilty  of  actual  treason.  This  is  the  difference 
■ — this  is  the  case  ;  nor  did  I  stop  to  inquire  whether  I  agreed  or 
disagreed,  with  their  opinions — nor  trace  up  their  antecedents  ; 
who  they  had  voted  for,  or  with  whom  they  had  cooperated. 
These  things  have  nothing  to  do  with  my  duty  in  this  House. 
Last  Congress  and  this  I  have  voted  with  gentlemen,  or  gentle- 
men have  voted  with  me,  to  enforce  the  laws,  suppress  insurrec- 
tion and  repel  invasion,  and  see  if  I  could  resist  that  avalanche 
of  ruin  that  is  rushing  furiously  from  the  heights  of  party  and 
power  to  bury  in  its  pathway  the  best  earthly  hopes  of  humani- 
ty, and  stay  it  if  I  could  by  the  segis  of  constitutional  law.  Sir, 
if  the  country  does  not  understand  me,  my  constituents  do.  My 
fidelity  to  them  shall  reciprocate  their  confiding  generosity  to  me. 
I  stand  upon  the  platforms  of  our  State  Legislature,  upon  the 
avowed  principles  of  the  Democratic  Union  party  of  Kentucky, 
and  the  district  convention  (adopting  these)  that  honored  me  with 
their  nomination  and  their  votes.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  third  con- 
gressional district  of  Kentucky  has  seven  border  counties,  patri- 
otic, enlightened,  and  brave.  They  have  been  overrun,  imprison- 
ed and  robbed  all  over  the  district  by  rebels.  Have  had  our  own 
army,  too,  in  our  midst  more  than  once,  joyfully  and  thankfully 
relieved  from  the  rebels  by  them  ;  but  mortified  and  injured  by 
the  illegal  and  unjust  conduct  of  some  of  our  troops,  recklessly 
using  subsistence  and  quartermaster's  stores,  without  giving  any 
or  sufficient  vouchers,  seducing  servants  of  patriotic,  loyal  men 
to  leave,  or  retaining  them  in  camp,  to  carry  them  off  against 
the  remonstrance  of  their  owners.  Yes,  sir,  according  to  the 
statement  of  my  colleague,  literally  "  robbing  American  citizens 
of  their  property  " — doing  it  under  the  stars  and  stripes,  the  em- 
blem of  our  majesty  and  glory,  and  the  badge  of  our  honor  and 
justice  !     Guerrillas,  too,  have  plundered  the  stores  of  money  and 

fDods,  burned, consumed  and  carried  off  their  stock  and  subsistence, 
amilies  found  wandering  from  home,  hunting  from  the  hand  of 
neighbor  or  friend,  the  bread  to  save  from  imminent  want.     But 
they   still   clung   in  their  hearts  to   the   flag   of  their  country, 
their  soldiers  in  the  field,  the  Constitution  and  the  Union.     They 
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felt  that  God  and  the  flag  was  their  refuge  and  strong  tower  ;  at 
the  first  call  of  the  country,  the  gallant  men  of  this  border  dis- 
trict had  grappled  their  muskets  and  their  sabres  to  defend  their 
homes  and  firesides.  Ordered  South,  leaviug  home,  wife,  chil- 
dren, and  friends  exposed ;  many  have  died  in  the  camp,  and 
fallen  gallantly  and  gloriously  in  the  field.  These  noble  men, 
Kentuckians,  with  their  compeers  in  arms  have  held  up  and  sus- 
tained the  honor  of  our  country  and  glory  of  our  flag  all  victo- 
ries— at  Yicksbnrg,  Fort  Donaldson,  at  Shiloh  and  Stone  River, 
Chickamauga,  Perry ville,  Mill  Springs,  everywhere  ! 

Kentucky,  this  district,  has  paid  her  "taxes  amidst  her  desolated 
fields  and  farms,  and  despoiled  of  her  substance ;  has  furnished 
her  quota,  recruited  at  first  under  the  reign  of  the  rebels,  without 
murmur  or  complaint  in  this  distracted  struggle,  and  still  stands 
committed  to  the  Constitution  and  the  Union  against  all  aggres- 
sion from  the  rebels  or  abolitionist  either,  knowing  they  must 
survive  together  "one  and  indivisible."  Yet,  strange  as  it  is  true, 
the  representatives  of  Kentucky  and  others  have  with  a  becoming 
and  respectful  zeal  and  fidelity,  now  three  sessions,  been  asking 
for  a  law  at  this  House  by  which  the  citizen  can  be  paid  for  what 
they  have  actually  furnished  the  army,  and  have  utterly  failed  so 
far.  Sir,  this  refusal  by  delay,  under  the  circumstances,  amounts 
to  repudiation.  I  will  not  rest  under  this  charge  of  injustice 
and  dishonesty  before  the  country  and  my  constituents.  I  ap- 
peal to  the  record,  the  votes,  bills,  and  the  speeches  there.  I 
charge  it  upon  the  majority  of  this  House;  upon  the  abolition 
rule  that  prevails  here.  There  rests  the  injustice  ;  there  rests  the 
responsibility. 

What  shall  I  say  in  conclusion  ?  Who  will  show  us  any  good? 
What  shall  the  future  bring  forth?  Truly,  everything  seems  in 
peril !  Truly,  this  is  a  time  to  try  the  competency  and  wisdom  of 
the  people,  and  I  repeat  what  I  have  said  before :  no  change  of 
times  can  change  our  duty  touching  ftmdamental  unchanging 
principles.  A  bad  administration  will  test  our  deliberation  and 
coolness  in  looking  upon  radical  errors  and  yet  keeping  our- 
selves in  the  right ;  waiting  in  suffering  and  wrong  for  redress 
by  the  results  of  future  constitutional  agencies ;  let  us  keep  in  the 
right,  not  be  misled,  neither  favoring  the  rebels  nor  the  abolition- 
ists, nor  run  into  faction  or  nullification  ;  but  stand  like  men, 
firm  from  principle,  by  the  Government  and  the  institutions  of 
our  fathers.  The  Government  is  a  constitutional  Government,  and 
belongs  to  those  who  ordained  it,  the  people !  There  is  no  prero- 
gative higher  than  the  Constitution  gives  belonging  to  any.  Let 
the  people  at  the  polls,  in  solemn  and  determined  duty,  change 
the  Administration  of  public  affairs,  bring  them  in  subordination 
to  the  elementary  rules  of  the  Government,  and,  with  confidence 
and  hope,  renew  our  pledges  under  God  to  our  Government,  its 
Constitution  and  laws.  And  in  patience  and  perseverance  strug- 
gle by  all  lawful  and  honorable  means  to  preserve  it  amidst  all 
the  assumptions  and  distractions  with  which  we  are  surrounded. 
And  may  God  help  us  and  tJie  great  end  be  fully  and  speedily 
accomplished ! 

L.  Towers,  printer. 
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